
A load limit placed on the 

old bridge prevented tourist 

buses from crossing, forcing 

day visitors to walk some 

distance to visit the town’s 

historic Long Tunnel gold 

mine. The mine, which 

yielded more than 50 tonnes 

1914, was Victoria’s most 

profitable single mine.

Although the gold is gone, 

the lure remains and 

tourist attraction, with 

more than 100,000 people 

visiting the mine each year 

and enjoying the town’s 

picturesque mountain 

location and heritage 

streetscape. Baw Baw 

to replace the bridge 

with help from Regional 

Development Victoria. The 

Constructions of Traralgon 

to carry out the works.  

Rocla supplied four 12-metre 

M-Lock® planks with an 

a 30-degree skew to match 

the new bridge alignment. 

The planks were installed 

by an 80-tonne crane in two 

hours, requiring only the 

completion of associated 

road works for the opening 

of the new bridge. The new 

bridge provides safe access 

for visitors and allows 

further development of the 

tourist industry in the town.

The Rocla M-Lock® bridge system provided a quick 
and easy solution for the replacement of a timber 
bridge leading into the gold mining tourist town of 
Walhalla, 200km east of Melbourne.
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The PermaTrak® boardwalk 

is part of a walking track 

through the reserve, which 

forms part of the new Comet 

Bay College campus. The 

boardwalk survived the fire 

undamaged and unmarked.

Landscape architect 

Landscape Architects, said 

the concrete system was 

specified for its permanence 

and low maintenance, as 

well as its imperviousness to 

fire and termites. “Timber is 

not so permanent in the dry 

climate around Perth, where 

it cracks and breaks 

 

 

 

 

 

“and jarrah is too scarce  

and valuable for applications 

like this.”

The 120-metre boardwalk 

is made up of precast 

reinforced-concrete 

components, including 

2-metre treads on 2-metre 

bearers, supported by precast 

stumps and risers.
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PermaTrak® Concrete  

The Rocla PermaTrak® concrete boardwalk system 
underwent a baptism by fire in January 2008, when 
a bushfire engulfed the boardwalk in a native 
vegetation reserve at Comet Bay, WA.
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boardwalk survives 

baptism by fire


